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hes been telling the world that sllied forees have crossed the
Channel into France.

with every arm of the liberating forces went & B,B.C.
corresvondent end soon efter the assault wos launched, their
reports begen to come ine

_...Ewmdm E.«.Eumon asaaanoﬁbwamdowaomaﬁemvpagng
what has happened in Britain, and - across the Chennel - on
the beaches, inlend and in the sir over Fronce.

vou ‘all know how the mews of D day broke. At 9.45
o'cloek this worning a statement by CGeneral ilsenhower, Uupreme
Comnender of the Allied lIxpeditionary Force, was broadecast on all
transmitters. It began:

ANHOVER : People of estern Lurope: a lending was made this

SHAGEE::

Par. Be

morning on the coast of France by troops of the Allied Expeditionary
Toree. This landing is part of the concerted United Natlons plan
for the liberation of Lurope, made in conjunction with our great
Russien allies. A

The General went on to sk all members of resistance
movements to follow the instruetions they had slready received.
T¢ the others he said, "Continue your passive resistance but do
not needlessly youwr lives; weait until I give you the
signal to rise snd strike the enemy. " His meusage ended:

BISENHOWER! This lending is but the opening phase of the caup

DILC:

in vestern Lurope. Great battles lie ahead. I call upon
whe love freedom to stand with us. Keep your faith staunch - our
arms are resolute - together we shall achieve victory.

Genersl Hisenhower spoke particularly to the people
of irence, on whose seil the first bettles for the liberation
of Larope are now being fought. since then they heve heerd the
voice of their own lender, Ceneral de Geulle, who hes just
come to London from Algiers. This is vhet he saild e

DE GAULLK:

(Begine "The great battle has begun .... "Fade under



SPEAKER: (Comes in at end of Jrd Uentence)

A vast machiner; of attack, for us the meone of
liberation, has been set in motion from the shores of Ingland.
tlot long ago, it was on this last bastion of Vestern Lurope
that the tide of Germen oppression spent itself. Today it ie
the base from which liberty's offensive is being launched. France,
overwhelmed for four yesrs, but never conguered, is on her feet
to teke part in the fight.

In the French netion, in owr Hmpire, in the Armies
there is one willy, one hope. Behind the clouds laden with our
blood end our teers, we see again the sunrise of our national v
greatnesa.

ONAGGEs This was the stand-by for action. Now - action itself.
Firet, I have to take you baeck into the darkness of the night
before D Q.m.w.. ao e

On & British airfield paratroops are literally putting
on their war paint.

Robert Barr recorded this description on the spot «...
DSC WRU 2653:

3ARR s Their faces were derkened with coeoa; sheathed knives
were strepped to their anikles; tomuy guns strapped to their
waiste; bendeliers and hand grenades, coils of rope, pick hendles,
spades, rubber dinghies hung around them, and a few personal
om.aamﬁ«m. like the lad who was taking o newspaper to read on
the plane.

I wateched them mereh in & long, snaking, double line,
almost a mile long to draw their parachutes. Later I saw them
gathered around their aireraft C.47's and making final adjustments
to their kit, before they started. There was an easy familiar
touech about mg way they were getting ready, as though they had
done it often before. Vell, yes, they had kitted up end elimbed
aboard often just like this = tventy, thirty, forty times some of
them, but it had never been guite like this meu.ou.o. This was the
first combat jump for everyone of them.

CNAGGE: Richard Dimbleby saw some of the paratroops taking off ...-
DISC WRU 260:
DIMBLEBY 3 This is Richard Dimbleby speaking from en aerodrome in

wunpgneﬁgow»mwaoﬂgmﬁvmbngveaégagﬂgwgﬁgo
first aireraft earrying the wﬂuam parachutists who are go to
land on the fortress of Hurope in the begimning of our great attack
tomorrow morning, are teking off from this air station at this
moment guite fast.

HOINE OF PLANES
Hight machines have gone -~ a ninth - the tenth -~ the
eleventh - the twelfth - and up to someth like a seore are
coming round the aerodrome, one sfter the other. .

NOIVE OF PLANES



SNAGGE:

U.._) O .

BYAM:

SNAGGE

Beeh machine with its load of peratroops - one machine
with a colleague of mine of the B,5.C. fly with them and Jumping
with them - and each machine following the other showing its green
wing=-tip H»msa as it comes down the perimeter track and then jriat
turns into the wind at the end of the perimeter past the flares,
wmmapﬁwo group of senior officers stending there watching every
machine go -

NOISE OF PLANES

- desd on time, depurting almost to a split second on the right
time on & plam which they'd been working and sweating and slaving
at for months.

HOILE OF PLANES

vou heard Dimbleby refer to a B,B,C. Colleague who
jumped with the parschutists.

The name of that man is Guy Byem and before he stepped
into his plane he wrote this mespage - about his colleagues
end his own intentions ...

CORUTIAENS: WRU 8007

These men pack a terrifiec punch, and they know it,
They all heard their general tell them he had a re gurprise
up their sleceve. sjoon they will drop over, taking into enemy
oceupied territory their weapons and sn indomitable spirit. I'm
going with them, because their story will be one that belongs
to us all, end I shall be proud to be able to tell it to you.

Well, we're hoping to hear from Byam s00m.

And now here's & first-hend story from a msan who flew
over to #rance in one of the planes which towed the gliders.

John Maeadsm, on his return, recorded this description
of how the gliders east off and dived on France.

DISC DLO 57565

MACADANM 3

The big test came on the run-in. We had to skirt belt
after belt of this flaming stwff to bring the glider exactly
over the zone it was to lend on. It was & trying time for any
aireraft, but for a tug and a glider linked by & strand of rope it
looked to me like sulcide. Put I was gled to be there if only
to see the plteh of mutuel trust snd regard these R.AF. alr crews
and the glider boys of the army have reached. There was no guestio
of ecasting off and getting out of it. The skipper said: "Glider
pilot, ere you ali right? Okay¥ Greatd VWell, hold on son,
there's a lot of stuff eround here but we'll get through it save
Then the tough little glider sergesaut pilot's voice: "we're all
right cerry on." Ve dived into the cloud. e could see nothing.
The glider pilot could see nothing., All he could do was heng on %o
his controls and follow us about in the murk. The skipper kept
on telking to him and always the gruff little voice ceme back:
"okay skippere" The rear-gunner yelled suddenly: "The glider's
hit." The ekipper sald: "Glider pilot, glider pilot, are you all
right?" There was a short peuse and then the volce came again:
"All right, we're with you."  The navigator all this time had been
working with his meps and his rulers. He wes shouting to the
gkip er and when we came out of the cloud snd away from the {lak,
why there was the lending zone just as we had been studying it on
mepe for days snd days. “Gagting off" seid the little gruff voice
snd we eould just hear a faint “Thanks skipper, and good luek" as
the tug lunged forward, free of the glider's weight. I looked down
as we went into & turn to come home, There was nothing but blenknd®
now. But there were & lot of gliders swooshing down in thet

W ankness,



SNAGGE § Now I've put the airborne people first because they were
the first to move from the soil of this country towards France.

But we must remember that the aet of invasion is primerily
the business of the Navy. They take the main body of troops across,
the mmitions and supplies. It is largely their big guns which
hammer the enemy until bridgeheads are established. Jo now for
the role of the Royal Navy. You've heard about the 4,000 ships
and the thousends of smaller eraft which set saeil from the
shores of Englend under cover of night.

About half of the smaller types of British landing
craft were manned end commanded by the Royal Marines. And the
lerchent Navy is there, 100 ..., helping to carry the infentry
to the shore of France.

Of normel types of warship the proportion is about three
Britich to one /merican snd the overall proportions - ineluding
landing eraft -~ is roughly three British to two American.

The Royal Canadian Neavy has made a big contribution
and the Norwegian, Polish, Duteh, Frenech and Greek Navies are
ell teking pert.

Now Captein G. Thistleton-imith R.N., holder of the
George Medsl, sums up the naval situation.

(Live)

MISTLETON=-CMITH: The launching of this expedition under the weather
conditions of last night clearly reguired a daring decision and
first-rate seamanship = and I might add considersable endurance on
the part of the soldier. The experience of Mediterranean landings
and intensive ctudy and training have stood the Navy in good stead.

The Navy's first snd most responsible Job is to get the
soldier, together with hies equipment and his merns of support,
A0ross mﬁa sea in good h»muamwm trim; then to land him ready
for the battle on heavily defended beaches dead on time. This
means & great many ships and eraft of all sorts, nearly all of
them specialised. To put 2o single division ashore with its
immediate weapons reguires about five hundred ships and craft
varying from 100 to 15,000 tons. Just imagine the tosk of the
Navy and the R.A.F. in protecting suech convoys from air and
submarine attack, and from attecks by surface craft which may
range from pocket battleships to li-boate.

The ways of this Armadsa must be swept clear of mines up
to the enemy's door-step. The Germenc set great store by mines and
we cen depend on them to have used every cort of mine that humen -
or should I say, and this from personal experience - inhuman
ingenuity can think out. Our mine-sweepers cerry great responsi-
bility but they're used to that, and are probably only too glad to
be doing e really offensive job, as opposed to the defensive role
they heve so often had to play,

The initial ascaults could not afford to fail. There
is no wey round, and only the ses is behind if the soldier faills
to get a footing. And this is where chip bombardment comes in.
Por the Navy's Job is to knoeck out the enemy's guns end defences
and plester the beaches ahead so that the opposition is lald low
at the erucial moment when a multitude of ships and eraft see
the land loom ashead and steer for the touch down at low tide. The
Comnanding Officers of these chips range from Senior Offlcers
to Leading leamen or Royal Marine Corporals.



These are safic of the ressons why the initial success
of this enterprise depends tremendously on the Navy. Ve know it,
and the news today means 2 lot to the sailor.

UNAGGE: And now you want to know about the soldiers, the men aﬁnmm
feet mow tread the soil of France. Howard lMarshall, lended with
the el . ied foreces on the beaches.

H.s.mwmnaomnwﬁwnewhauoaoanbnnamae»vupoﬁu1w»a=s¢
have been anxiously awaiting, has juet come in ....

The story of the landing, by Howard Marshall ee..



HOWARD MARSHALL (WRU,282)

LI've juet come back from the beaches and as I've been in
tke sea twice, I'm sitting in my soaked through clothes with ne
potes at all, all my notes are sodden - they're at the bottem
of the sea, so as 1t's only a matter of minutes since I stepped
off a craft, I'm just geing te try te tell you very briefly the
atery of what our boys had to do on the beaches today as I saw 1t
myself.,] I won't go into the bulld-up which was taking place
as you know for & very long time but I'll start with first light
of this merning, When the great invasion fleet had arrived off
the coast of northern France, and we were having breakfast, we had
breakfast just before first light at 4 o'clock as a matter of fact,
in the particular landing-craft for barges in which T was with
certain regiments, we had breakfast early and we were at first
light assembling Inte our landing craft,

Still, the landing crafts were lowered, and as the light
broke and we really could see areund us, we began to become
aware of the formidable character of this invasion fleet which
we were a part. All over the blue-green water, water which was
extremely choppy and wind flecked, we saw the various types of
craft which go to make up an invasien fleet, and before very long
we were among them. T was In a barge which was due to pick up
the Brigadier of an assault group, and we were geing in with the
flrst sssault wave. 2o we circled round with the verious types
of vessels opening fire on the beach which we could see quite
plainly in the dim morning light, opening fire on the beach in
thelr own manners and at the appeinted time. ,

First of all the cruisers started with a rather loudly bang,
and soon the air grew heavy with the smell of cordite and loud
with the sound of explosions and looking about the beach we could
see the explosions of our artillery creating a great cloud
and fog of smoke, Well we in my particular craft picked up our
Brigadler - not easily because as T say the sea was very rough =
and we headed straight for our appeinted portion of the beach.
We could see as we went in that that particular pertien of
the beach wasn't altogether healthy and as we drove towards
it with eur planes overhead glving us the sert of cover we'd
been heping for, and which we'd been expecting. As we drove
in ‘we could see shell bursts in the water along the beach,
and just behind the beach, and we could see craft in a certain
amount ef difficulty because the wind was driving the sea

In with long rollers and the enemy had prepared antl-invasien,
~anti-barge obstacles sticking oeut from the water - formidable
prongs, many of them tipped with mines, so that as your landing
barge swung and swayed in the rellers, and they're not
Pparticularly manageable craft, 1t would come into contact with
one of these mines and be sunk. That was the prospect which
faced us on this very lowerling and difficult morning as we drove
inte the beach., T tell you this, as I say, because 1t was the
experience of so many other men at just this same time,

mwsm drove inte the beach, as rather broadside en in
the wind -and the waves, seeing the jets of smoke from bursting shells
near us /AAn the water and slightly further away on the beach
1tself: And suddenly as we tried to get between two of these
tripart defence systems of the fermars, our craft swung, we
touched \ mine, there was a very loud explosion, a thundering
shudder of the whele craft and water began pouring in,

Well, we were some/way out from the beach et that point,
the ramp way lowered at once, and out of the barge drove the brén
gun carrier \nto about five feet of water, with the barge settling
heavily In the meenwhile. wWell the bren gun carrier somehow
managed to get through it, and we followed wading, ashore. That
was one qulite typical instance of how pecple got ashore, and when
they got ashore, seemed to be in perfectiy good order because
the troops out of that barge imms4iately mssemble ' and went te



their appointed places and there was no semblance of any kind

of confusien. But the scene on the beach until one had

sorted it out was at first rather depressing because we did see
8 great many barges in difficulties with these anti-tank screens,
and we noticed that a number of them had struck mines, as ours
had struck mines. But then we began to see that in fact the
propertion that had got through was very much greater, and that
troops were moving all along the roads, and that tanks were out
already and going up the hills, that in fact we were dominating
the situastion; and that our main enemy was the weather and that
we were beating the weather; that we haéd our treops and our tanks
ashore and that the Cermens weren't really putting up a great
deal of resistance.

Well after spending some time on the beach talking to troops,
finding them in tremendous fettle, very, very delighted at having
this crack et the Germans, the next problem came - to get away
and come back and do this news bulletin. Well very quickly I'1l1
tell you what happened., Tt was again a questlion of wading out,
picking up a barge which was leaving the beach, finding that that
had been heled by the enemy, the port engine had been shot up and
the barge was sinking, and therefore transferring te aneother craft,
getting on to a headquarters ship, finally getting inte an M.L.
and finally getting back just in time to tell you that all is
goilng well, and that there is reason - if one mey Judge from the
Individual spirits of the men on the beaches, not from the
military picture alone, which obviously I haven't been able to
see - there is every reason for the highest confidence.

SNAGGE Further than the bridgeheads, deeper into Prance * v s e
The Allied alr forces are attacking enemy communications and other
targets,

e were able, earlier today, to broadcast a flash from
the first eye witness report teo reach us from the alr over France,
Here 1s the complete report, recorded by Air Commedore Helmore
of the R.A.F,

HELMORE WRU 268 « 2

Now we're just trying te plck up our markers. Now the ssvsese
have been opened now. T can see flashes where the Domber Command
stuff 1e falling down., They're just outside the area, A lot of
the Bember Command ere pounding this invasion spot like hell.
They'ré........toaring it to pleces, but our Job'S..veeeessthe
invasien. There's a bomber this way Just now........do you sturfr,
(Righthe?) Ah yeS......T hear him telling the pilet teo go straight
and steady, straight and steady, Oh, there they go. My Ged, what
a 11ft, what a good 11ft up inte the air, wWe feel much lighter
now. There's & gelossal flash over there, We're backing round
te see what's happened, There's a celossal lot of planes <...
these bombs, Tt's a remaricable thing T've ever seen, Anyway, we've
dropped the stuff and T think we're golng to make a break fer it.
The best thing i1s to get out of here, Anyway pretty good show,

I think the bomb aimer's satisfied, Hello the rear gumner's
reported - or the bloke at the back, rather, has reported night
fighter after vs, so we've done one or two rather quick turns
forward and starboard and pilet SAY8.s+01 hope we make this cloud
ahead of us, T don't feel very belligerent....

Fvery now and then T can hear the directions of the navigator, but
we're heading for the coast new. T don't know how far away it is,
but we're climbing because we're getting away from the place we
dropped thet stuff. ‘



SNAGGE And now let us give you our latest report from Richard
Dimbleby - a picture of the situation in one part of France some
hours after the landings.

DIMBLEBY WRU 275

The British, Canadian and American troops who landed on the
coast of France north of the lovely town of Caen in broad daylight
this morning, are already sevoral miles imland, on a front
sufficiently broad te be more than a bridge-head. They're
pushing steadily on backed hy the tremendous fire-power of heavy
British and nited States wirships, and covered by an ever-
changing - but ever preseni - umbrells of fighters. The first
phase of the great eperation began sbout midnight last night,
whsn & force of parachutists and glider troops, some of which I
say taking off in the dying light of yesterday, landed on the
eastern side of the chosen area to secure that flank. Today,
the gliders and some of the discarded parachuteés lie like
crumpled flowers in the wet, wooded countryside north-east of
caene FEvidence enough that eur eir-borne troops have successfully
completed this, the first of thelr operations in the new battle
of Furepe.

The first parties ashore this morning worked at splendid
speed, By half-past-ten, quite sgpart from the Sappers, the
Tnfantry snd the tanks already pushing into France, there were
twe sizable bull-dezers ashore, werking on & stretch of road that
may well become the Royel Air Force's first landing strip in
Frence, and it's going to be reads very soon for the fighters te
use.

Tt's too early yet, much teec early, to start giving any
ressons for the comparative lack of resistance put up by the
gemans to our initial landing, dut mest certainly the first
foothold was attained easier than anyone had dared teo hope.

This time we have 'cashed-in' en our success, and wave after wave
of landing craft have been crossing the Channel unloading
reinforcements and stores end ermour. Our tanks can be seen
moving inland not far from the burning ruin of a small town that
suffered the naval barrage.

of enemy troop movements, there wes until noon today, little
or 2¢ sisn frem the air, even close to the Immediate battle area.
Long stretches of empty roads shining with rain, deserted, dripping
wools, and damp fields - statle, quiet - perhaps uncannily quiet -
end possibly not to remain quiet. Put here and there a movement
catthes the eyej 2 pathetic Httle procession of civilian refugees,
caris loaded Migh with furni‘ure and bundles, and ell the demestic
aninels around them, making iway from Ceen, But here let it be
noted that unless they depared long ago, the majority eof our
friends in France are obeyim the order to stand fast,.
And then, as our aircraft o1 reconnaissance roared over a large and
suspicious wood, three Cermn soldiers running like mad acress the
main road te fling themselws into cover. And, nearer the battle
area, mch nearer the battl area than they a seolitary peasant
herrewing his field, up anc down behind the horses, looking
nowhere but before him andat the soll,.

SNAGGE That is our plcture .. but it isn't quite complete. Right in
the foreground the figureof Ceneral S8ir Pernard Nent;omery who 1s
leading our forces in the field. He can round eff for you this
picture of D an mach betier than T can, Se¢ listen now teo the
voice of "Monty".

Listen te his message tohls men as they set out today to deal
their great blow for theliberatlion of Furope....




WNI  Smesamy (TS0 )

The time has ¢Oome to deal the énemy a terrific blew in
tern Enrope. The blow will be struck by the combined sea,
12 4 and air forces of the Allies - together constituting ene
Lin at Allted team, under the Supreme Command of General Fisenhower,
%.o the eve of this great adventure I send my best

in the Allied team. | To us is given tne honour of striki
. | S A Peban watas N

da '8 that 1le aliead men will speak with pride of our d

We have & great and a pighteous cause, Let us pray that the

rd, mighty in battle, wili forth with our armies and that
Le s gpecial ?rovidence will aid us in the struggle,) I want
Hi ery seldier to know that T have complete confldente in the
®V ceessful ontcome of the operations that we are now about to
oY in. Witk stout hearts and with enthusissn
wa the contest, let us go forward te victory; and, as we
enter the bittle, let us recall the words of a famous soldier
speken many years sago. These gre the words he said;

/

nre bither fears his fate too much,
or 'ais deserts are emall,

e dre not put 1t te the touch,
Teo Wi, or lese it all,"

(aood Juck to each one of you - and geod hunting en the
mainland of Turepe\

END OF BROADCAST



