1940: London blitzed by German bombers

The German air force has unleashed a wave of heavy bombing raids on London, killing hundreds of civilians and injuring many more.
The Ministry of Home Security said the scale of the attacks was the largest the Germans had yet attempted.
"Our defences have actively engaged the enemy at all points," said a communiqué issued this evening.
"The civil defence services are responding admirably to all calls that are being made upon them."
The first raids came towards the end of the afternoon, and were concentrated on the densely populated East End, along the river by London's docks.
About 300 bombers attacked the city for over an hour and a half. The entire docklands area seemed to be ablaze as hundreds of fires lit up the sky.
Once darkness fell, the fires could be seen more than 10 miles away, and it is believed that the light guided a second wave of German bombers which began coming over at about 2030 BST (1930 GMT).
The night bombing lasted over eight hours, shaking the city with the deafening noise of hundreds of bombs falling so close together there was hardly a pause between them.
One bomb exploded on a crowded air raid shelter in an East London district
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_rqH4fUbko2U/TH6vOsGES_I/AAAAAAAARxk/SpE3BPKhRZI/s1600/Leeds+Easterley+Rd.jpg]
In what was described as "a million to one chance", the bomb fell directly on the 3ft (90cm) by 1ft (30cm) ventilation shaft - the only vulnerable place in a strongly-protected underground shelter which could accommodate over 1,000 people.
About 14 people are believed to have been killed and 40 injured, including children.
Civil defence workers worked through the night, often in the face of heavy bombing, to take people out of the range of fire and find them temporary shelter and food.
An official paid tribute to staff at one London hospital which was hit, saying, "They showed marvellous bravery, keeping on until bomb detonations and gunfire made it absolutely impossible."
In the air, a series of ferocious dogfights developed as the German aircraft flew up the Thames Estuary.
The Air Ministry says at least 15 enemy aircraft crashed into the estuary, and in all, the Ministry said, 88 German aircraft were shot down, against 22 RAF planes lost.
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SPIRITS
A Visit to

FLeer STREET, MoNDAY.

It was to be expected that East
London would be the first part of
London to suffer from heavy air
raids. Most of the high-explosive
and incerdiary bombs on Saturday
night were dropped on the docks and
East London, and last night again
this district received *'more than its
fair share,” as one of its inhabitants
remarked to me to-day.

I did not visit the actual docks.
But even outside the dock area
the damage is extensive. It is
true that in the immense East district
of London one can still travel
for a miie or more without seeing the
slightest trace of bombing, and the
proportion of houses hit is not as
great as one might imagine.

The damage is considerable, none the
less. Traffic has, to some extent, been
dislocated—for instance, 1n one of the
mamn  thoroughfares, where a heavy
bomb half-demolished a big house, large
fragments of masonry are suspended in
mid-air and_constitute a danger to
passers-by. Just below this house is a

large public shelter, an¢ an air-raid
warden proudly told me that no onc

|had received ““as much as a scratch,”

though, owing to faling masonry, it
had been necessary to keep the people
in the shelter for an hour after the ** All
clear” this morning. Owners cf the
wrecked offices were busy collecting
income-tax forms, of all things, from
among the piles of wreckage.

| THE PUBLIC SHELTERS

Generally speaking, East London is

|taking the air raids with its chin up.

I was talken round some parts of the

| district by a taxi-driver, a native of

that part of London. “I am pretty
lucky,” he said, “having a house with
a basement—which is not very usual in
East London,—so I get a fairly good
night's sleep.” But most people, he said,
bad to use public shelters—for many
houses had no room for ** Anderson's,”
and these public shelters were not as
comfortable as they might be. This, he

|sald, was particularly true of the

covered trenches in parks and commons,
People sat up all night on benches—and
there was little or no possibility of 1ying
down and sleeping.
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DAMAGE CONSIDERABLE, BUT

UNBROKEN

East London

From our London Staff

A peculiarity of East London is
queues—two kinds of queues: those of
people waiting outside public shelters as
carly as three o'clock in the afternoon—
mostly women and children, but also a
few men; and those of people waiting
for buses. With the various inter-
ruptions of railway transport people
have largely to depend on buses. And
they want these buses not always
for business rea.ons but in order to
“get out” to some safer area, at least
for the night. The individual evacua-
tions of older people, and also of women
and children. are going on_extensively. )
There are pea{]e waving for taxis at
almost every street corner.

The damage done to private houses
and shops is fairly large, and people who
have had their houses wrecked are often
* half-dazed,” as my taxi-driver taid,
“and don't know where they want to
go0.” They are taken off in buses. The
impression I got was that there was con-
siderable scope in East London for
private welfare work for raid victims,

“BUSINESS AS USUAL”

The general spirit, however, is good.
Numerous shops, though partly shattered,
have “business as usual” notices on
them. 1 went into one of them—a
drapery shop. The owner, looking
rather pink-eyed after a sleepless night
~—he had been on police duty for 24
hours,—talked cheerfully about carrying
on. The Jewish shopgirls—though they
admitted that they “ did not much like
nightfall "—were ‘also in good_spirits,
“We can't shelter in this shop, of
course,” one of them said, pointing to
the numerous windows behind which the
dummies were on show. And, pointing
to the queue outside the shelter across
the strect she remarked that st wasn't
fair” “ We've got to go on working till
six and people from other parts start
crowding into our shelter in the after-
noon because they fancy it's a particu-
larly good one.”

1'asked the owner what was happen-
ing to the shopkeepers whose shops had
been more severely damaged than his.
He said that before proceeding to repair
and open them again many had decided
to wait “ for a week or 50" to see how
things would develop. few had gone
off “for a short holiday.»

In the long run the biggest problem
in East London is going fo be the
problem of sleep. ‘here is px‘ob:blx
cnough shelter space, but not enougl

for stretching out and sleeping.
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No. 3316 REGIS ILKED AT THE G.P.0. AS A NEWSPAPER One Penny
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1940 L]
REPRISAL ¥ D) ON LONDON

Government Admits 1700
Dead And Wounded

ONDONERS YESTERDAY AFTERNOON WERE STILL DIGGING THEIR DEAD

AND WOUNDED OUT OF THE WRECKAGE OF THEIR UNPROTECTED

HOMES AFTER THE BIGGEST RAID UPON BRITAIN SINCE THE BEGIN-
NING OF THE WAR.

Four hundred 1,300 and 1,400 badly wounded, were the figures
th

ful * official communique s a prel
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BOMBED

IDAYLIGHT RAIDER DIVED THROUGH CLOUDS
VESTERDAY AND DROPPED FIVE BOMBS ON
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, ALREADY SLIGHTLY
DAMAGED 8Y A TIME.SOMB. THE KING AND
QUEEN, WHO WERE IN THE PALACE, ARE UN-
HARMED.
‘At the * All clear ™ sounded, quite unshaken by
thei experianee, they eft on 3 tour o ather bombed areas.
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Tuesday, August 27, 1940 One Penny |

saarehﬁghu and guns chase raiders on ‘eireular tour’ of the Cnpltal

LONDON HAS 6-HOUR RAIDS

Britain built last week

MORE PLANES |

THAN EVER

|LORD BEAVERBROOK, THE MINISTER OF
AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION, ISSUED THE
FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT LAST
NIGHT :—

“Many are they that rise against us.

“But the men and women of the aircraft
Industy of Brifain answer the challenge.

“These brase defenders of the liberties of Britin,
Ignoving e aids and indifferent to enemy attacks, have
yrovided for the RAF, in the Jast week more fighters
£ more bombers than ever before in the history of

ported by the alloy workers in steel and
i the drop stampers and the forgers, and
by all those who labour in the Tabrication of their raw
malrials, they have given us a record weel of
producticn.

“The blessing of the

s upon these people.”

RAIDERS SWOOP ]
{ON FOLKESTONE |

SOME BOMBS DROPPED |

Troops, police, Home Guards
hunt for parachutists

| ONDON had its longest raid warning of the war during the |900 S




