Fact Card 2Questions I can ask about forces

A Mechanism is a device that changes an input force or motion into a different output force or motion.  
Some forces make work easier to do by allowing a smaller force to have a greater effect.
There are 3 different types of mechanism: gears and cogs, levers and pulleys.
Pulleys can be used to make a small force lift a larger load.  It is a wheel or a collection of wheels over which a rope is looped.
Gears and Cogs can be used to change to speed, force or direction of motion.  Gears are wheels with teeth, or indentations, which lock together and turn one another.
Levers can be used to make a small force lift a larger load.  A lever always rests on a pivot. It has 3 parts: the place where you apply the pushing or pulling force, the point where it pivots and the place where the work, usually lifting, is done.
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